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Esteemed delegates
Distinguished guests,
Dear comrades,

The entire Party, people and army of Viet Nam are paying homage to our great
President Ho Chi Minh and celebrating, in a wide variety of ways, his 1317 birthday, the
110" anniversary of his departure in search of national salvation, and the g0™
anniversary of his return to the homeland to directly lead the Vietnamese revolution. The
Vietnamese people across the country are also rejoicing with pride and confidence at the
resounding success of the 13" National Party Congress, and the election of deputies to
the 15" National Assembly and all-level People’s Councils for the 2021-2026 term. In
such an ambience, we are today to solemnly organize the National Conference to review
the 5-year implementation of the Politburo’s Directive No.5 on “Promoting the study
and emulation of Ho Chi Minh thoughts, morals and style”. This is necessary deed of
great significance.

On behalf of the Party Central Committee , I would like to extend my warmest
welcome, most sincere greetings and best wishes to the leaders of the Party and State,
the exemplary collectives and individuals, and all delegates attending this Conference.

Dear comrades,

As we all know, our beloved President Ho Chi Minh is the brilliant leader of the
Party and nation, the great mentor of the Vietnamese revolution, the national liberation
hero, an exemplary fighter among international communists, and a world cultural
celebrity. He is no longer with us, but the legacy he left for our Party and people 1s
monumental and invaluable, including the Ho Chi Minh Era, Ho Chi Minh’s cause and
Ho Chi Minh thoughts, morals and style, and an exemplary model for us to always
follow. He is the noblest symbol of Viet Nam’s patriotism and revolutionary heroism, a
radiant crystallization of virtue, wisdom, courage and conscience of our nation and our
time.

Throughout his life, President Ho Chi Minh made tireless efforts in dedication to
our Fatherland, our countrymen and our cause of national liberation, class liberation,
social liberation and human liberation. His was a life full of hardships and sacrifices. Yet
it is an extremely glorious and noble, a truly vibrant, virtuous and admirable life. He had
gone down in history as a colossus, even a legend during his lifetime. His life and cause
have become a symbol of revolution, inspiring hope and dream for the Vietnamese and
- the progressive people around the world in their struggles for independence, freedom,
peace, democracy and social progress. “Our nation, our people and our country nurtured
President Ho Chi Minh, the great national hero, and it was him who in turn glorified our
nation, our people and our country.”

The thoughts, morals and style of President Ho Chi Minh are invaluable spiritual
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assets of our Party and people, illuminating our revolutionary cause, guiding each step
forward to the success of the Vietnamese revolution. Studying and following President
Ho Chi Minh’s thoughts, morals and style remain a crucial, regular and indispensable
task for the entire Party and people, particularly the Party organizations, State agencies,
and Party cadre and members, in their endeavors for self-improvement, and in service of
the country and people.

How, then, should we understand Ho Chi Minh Thought? Ho Chi Minh morals?
And Ho Chi Minh style?

- In brief, Ho Chi Minh Thought is a system of fundamental positions,
understanding and guiding thoughts by President Ho Chi Minh concerning Viet Nam’
revolution and its way forward in the present era. It is resulting from the innovative
application and further development of Marxism-Leninism against the backdrop of Viet
Nam's particular condition, inheriting and advancing the traditional virtues of our nation
while absorbing the cultural quintessence of mankind. President Ho Chi Minh had said
on multiple occasions that "Viet Nam is one country. The Vietnamese are one nation.
Rivers may run dry, mountains may erode away, but this truth shall never change"; "We
would rather sacrifice all than forfeit our country or be slaves"; "Nothing is more
precious than independence and freedom"; "Even though we have to set ablaze the
Truong Son Range, we must resolutely win national independence™; "I have but one
desire, a desire above all else, and that is for our country to be truly independent, our
people to be truly free, for every single one among our countrymen to have food, clothes
and education, and for our nation to enjoy a commensurate standing in the world.", "If
our country were to be independent yet our people are without happiness and freedom,
that independence would be meaningless".

Therefore, independence must go hand-in-hand with socialism. National
liberation must be coupled with class liberation, social liberation, and human liberation.
To that end, we must conduct socialist revolution. Whether Viet Nam would become
prosperous and the Vietnamese nation would stand proudly as equals to major powers of
the five continents, are much predicated upon our ability to marshal the strength of the
all-nation unity and rally all forces, ethnicities, religions and patriotic Vietnamese
national. "Unity, unity, great unity. Success, success, grand success!""For national
salvation and liberation, there is no way other than the way of proletarian revolution",
"Today there are so many theories and doctrines, yet the truest and most revolutionary of
all philosophies is Leninism, Marxism-Leninism”. Revolutions are the people's cause,
for the people and by the people, under the judicious leadership of a true revolutionary
party. Only with a strong Party would the nation be strong, for the Party is the vanguard
and the leader of the working class, the working people, and the entire nation.

- Ho Chi Minh Morals are indeed the revolutionary morals. These are the virtuous
qualities of a revolutionary: diligence, frugality, integrity, uprightness, public-
spiritedness and selflessness. Diligence means to work hard and tirelessly, and devote
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whole-heartedly to the common good in the interest of our country and people. Frugality
means to exercise moderation without extravagance or luxury, especially when it comes
to public property. Integrity means to keep ourselves untarnished and untainted.
Uprightness means to remain true and honest, never to bend our knees, and uphold a
noble and righteous spirit. Public-spiritedness and selflessness mean to act in the
common good and place the common interest above all, without private designs for
personal gains. We must resolutely combat individualism, "wipe out individualism", as
"individualism is the enemy from inside", "the most wicked foe", and "an insidious and
crafty enemy that pulls the unwary down a slippery slope". President Ho Chi Minh paid
special attention to the education and reinforcement of revolutionary morals. He often
said that "just as rivers would run dry without their sources, or as trees would wither
without their roots, revolutionists must have morals, without morals no matter how
talented they are, they shall not be able to lead the people™.

- Ho Chi Minh Style refers to a humble lifestyle and simple presence. It also
means to be willing to learn from, to stay close to, to respect, and to trust the people.
Everything is done in the best interest of the people. The Party cadre and members are
the servants of the people, neither their masters nor “revolutionary mandarins". Each
Party cadre and member must take it upon themselves to study and discipline themselves
so as to continually enhance their understanding and expertise, and ennoble themselves
as principled human beings, who are "wholly loyal to the Party, wholly filial to the
People, who shall fulfill any mission, overcome any hardship, and defeat any enemy".

Tn his life, President Ho Chi Minh was especially attentive towards the education
and cultivation of the Party cadre and members. He often shared that "ours is a ruling
party. Each Party member and cadre must be truly immersed in revolutionary morals, to
truly uphold diligence, frugality, integrity, uprightness, public-spiritedness and
selflessness. We must maintain a truly untarnished Party that is a worthy leader and a
loyal servant of the people". It is important to understand that "success or failure of all
things boil down to whether our cadre is good or bad" and "cadre is the root of all our
work". As such, it is essential to pay special attention to the education, training and
cultivation of the Party cadre and members, nurture a wealth of exemplary persons and
deeds. Uncle Ho reminded us that "good folks and good deeds are as flowers blossoming
in spring, setting the bright examples of revolutionary heroism". "Upholding exemplary
persons and deeds to educate each other daily is one of the best ways to build our Party,
build the revolutionary organizations, and build a new people and a new life".

In recent years, the Party has early invoked and provided leadership over the
study and emulation of Ho Chi Minh thoughts, morals and style through various decrees
and resolutions. The most recent iteration is Directive No. 5 issued by the 12" Politburo
on “Promoting the study and emulation of Ho Chi Minh thought, morals and style” in
conjunction with the implementation of the Resolution of the 4" Meeting of the i
Central Party Committee on "Strengthening Party-building and rectification, combating
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and stemming the tide of degradation in political thoughts, morals, lifestyles, and signs
of 'self-evolution' and 'self-transformation’ within the Party.” Through new, creative and
practical ways of conduct, these efforts have achieved important and fairly well-rounded
achievements. As a result, dramatic positive and far-reaching changes have been
generated within the Party and the entire society, and were highly applauded by the 13"
Party Congress.

Notably, the leadership and guidance concerning the study and emulation of Ho
Chi Minh thoughts, morals and style were exercised seriously, professionally and with
high quality. There has been improvement in the cultivation of morals in conjunction
with the duty to set the example. The Party committees, cadre and members, and heads
of organizations and units, especially the Members of the Politburo, Members of the
Secretariat and Members of the Central Committee, have set examples through concrete
acts and deeds, taking to heart the mantras "Leaders first, subordinates later", "inner
first, outside later" and "studying side-by-side with doing". Mass education was
conducted in a variety of innovative ways, thus positively improving both the awareness
and actions of the Party cadre and members and the broader public. This has gradually
turned the Ho Chi Minh thoughts, morals and style into the spiritual bedrock of our
society. Inspections and supervision have received due attention and proved to be an
effective chaunel of education and deterrence and prevention of wrongdoings.

These positive results have contributed to our fights against degradation in
political thoughts, morals, lifestyle, and signs of self-evolution and self-transformation
among Party cadre and members, particularly among the leadership and managerial
echelon and heads of organs, offices and units. Such accomplishments are a boon to the
building of a collective of Party cadre who are endowed with solid political mettle,
untamnished morals, and a righteous sense of responsibility and motivation. They
themselves are also the exemplary vanguard that shall successfully fulfill any given task,
and the contributors to breakthroughs in socio-economic development, nation-building
and defense. A plethora of difficult and highly complex issues in Party-building,
especially with Party rectification, were mentioned across different terms of office, and
as of the tenure of 12% Congress, saw clear improvements.

From within the movement of studying and emulating Uncle Ho has emerged a
multitude of exemplary collectives and individuals. Their undertakings are encouraging
to the broader society, inspiring the national spirit and patriotism, and the motivation and
desire to devote to the nation from all walks of life. Their examples speak to the entire
Vietnamese nation, exhorting us to resolutely and eagerly work towards the goal of
national independence alongside socialism.

On behalf of the Party Central Committee, I would like to send my warm
congratulations and salutations to all exemplary collectives and individuals of excellence
in their study and emulation of President Ho Chi Minh. Each and every such exemplary
collective and individual are as "beautiful flowers", whose efforts are blooming into “a
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